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barrassed Russia as a belligerent, while in the ItaloTurkish
war she suffered as a neutral.
During the Balkan wars which followed, in 1912-1913,
the question of the Straits was only incidentally discussed,
although it loomed large in the background of Russian pre-
occupations. When the rapidly advancing Bulgarian army
was nearing Constantinople, Russia became apprehensive
and notified London and Paris, as well as Sofia, that she was
absolutely opposed to the entry of the Balkan allies into the
Turkish capital—an opposition which she only reluctantly
withdrew in view of their unexpected victories. The fear
that another power might dominate the Straits caused Russia
to oppose the annexation of Adrianople by Bulgaria, and
it was only after Russian military leaders had satisfied the
Russian Foreign Office that the possession of Adrianople did
not necessarily represent a threat to Constantinople that
this opposition was withdrawn.18
It was in response to these Russian apprehensions that
Great Britain proposed informally in November, 1912, the
internationalization and neutralization of Constantinople,
but the suggestion was received unfavorably both by Russia
and France. Upon inquiry by France as to Russia's attitude,
Sazonow stated, in December, 1912, Russia's desire to mod-
ify the regime of the Straits along the lines proposed by
Izvolski in 1908, but indicated that Russia would not at
present take the initiative.10
Indeed during the peace negotiations between the Balkan
18	Turkey reoccupied Adrianople during the second Balkan war and
succeeded in retaining it under Turkish sovereignty.
19	See Documents diplomatiques frangais (1871-1914), 3rd Ser. (1912-
1914), Vol. 4, Nos. 364, 373, 559, 617; British Documents, Vol. IX, Pt. II,
No. 143, p. 108; see also Un livre Noir, Vols. I and II, passim. Concern-
ing France's attitude toward the Straits question during the Balkan wars
see Poincare, op. cit., Vol. II, Chap. XIL

